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Global Webinar Series on the International Year of Millets
“Historical aspects of millets”

A Historical Sketch of millets 1n Japan by Dr. Mikio Kimata,

Ethnobotany and Principle for Learning Environment, Emeritus Professor of Tokyo Gakugei University, Japan
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People and Seeds for the Future
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The importance of conserving plant seeds

for the sake of bio-cultural diversity

“ he lack of of the uigent need these

radéional Gomesticated species and seeds thol ore essentiol 10 the ivelihoad of people.

fhe conservation of bio-cultural diversity of ol fving things shouid be incorporaled inta
i 3 and ohers. ™
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Plants and People Museum
4581, Kasuge-mura Ktatsuru gun
Yomarashi 4090211, JAPAN
o ——

CULTURE AND BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity
“The biadiversity has become more abundantly through the biclogical evalu-
tion on the earch since about 3.5 billions, bat this long history was a proc-
ess full of ups and downs. The whole biodiversiry on the earth has been
actacked by the carastrophes five times. Today the sixth severe carastrophe
is the most important environmental issue for us, because it is clearly ked by
humankind and their modern civilization. but not by the natural process.

The biodiversity y complex relatinnships as foll ¥

species, individuals and gene ar the agro-ccosystem.

PPMuseum Tokyo Office
FSIFEE, Tokyo Gabugei University,
Hoganeishi, Tokyo 184-8501, JAPAN
FAX 042 3297669
wiifee L gakugei a¢ i/ milets
hamatamADy gakugeLac 1P

"Plants and Peopie Museum” at the
Ecomuseum Japan Village for Jearn
ing conservation of biocuitural di-
versity, in Kosuge-mura, Yamanashi
prefecture, where Is located very
impertant forests for the drinking
water reservation of Tokyo Me-
tropols. This project may propose
2 madel for rural development with
‘the conservation of biocultural
diversity. We promote the conser-
vation and revival of indigencus va-
rieties of millet and vegetables with
villgers. This concept is support-
e theoretically by our research on
the traditional knowledge system
of distinguished farmers in Japan
and Eurasla. They have vividly tokd
us their excelient experiences and
indigenaus knowledge.

We have practiced a project

Biocultural Diversity

Recently, a concept of biocultural diversity is proposed, because the biodiver-
sity, which had invalved with cultural evolution, has been promoted by the
history related oeganism with humankind on farmland since the beginning
of agriculture (10,000 B, This concepe involves various rraditional culeural
mavers from plant diversivy fe.g. generic variation) ta technigues on the use,
cultivarion, processing, cooking, agriculural functions and cable manner, as
a basic agriculture complex, “frons sced to swamach,” including all organism
fwild and domesticated plants) related with humankind.

Biocultural Diversity for People
“B f The conservation of plant biodi

sity cantains not only biological is-

sues from ecosystem tw pens, but alsa
B cultucal issues. Morcover, we must
conserve the wrirten and visual infor-

& [ BB mation of bioculrural diversicy, while
we do conserve the raditional knewledge of proud villagers who have lived
a0 a farmland and rural communicy for the Fundumentals of environmenral
learming. Everybody nesds to learn the indigenous traditionl knowledge of
biocultural diversity. The rice paddy cultivation is so-called Japanese funda-
mentals, but che farmees had used wild plants and cultivared miller, whear,

barkey erc.ac upland fields in mountain villages.




Millet Collection Database ver.2. 2011-3-25 2014548308 KT
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EAXRKREKICKY, StEEENGSh, -, RARBIEEREAL. REFAELYKLENSTT,
HIEELNEELGEAANRRCETAOCLIFHIBRLEL:, RERHEERREELTLET,

ICoIIection no. l Species name IJa);nese IVar. name |Locality |Remarks

70-(1) Panicum miliaceum *E *= RREBNEFHINE

70—(2) Panicum miliaceum *E *= RRAMEIRAT

70-(3) Echinochloa utilis ET ~— R EME R4

70—(4) Setaria italica 77 RREME IR AT

72-8-1- Setaria italica 79 FNIN TERESZEAREHTISUN BHETHE. BAFECRITY). EE~EE14, HE TF

72-8-10- Setaria italica 77 TN HEREARZERREBIISUN  EATHE. BIEEKRD., POJEEREND, T, KEER

72-8-11- Setaria italica 77 Y53 hEREASZEREAIITUN BEATRE.BECE. RER

Coix lacryma—jobi var.ma—

72-8-12- yuen NELF hydd PERESZEREMTIIUN EEO—[BTHE, BFEIRETEREY., 17

72-8-13- Sorghum bicolor == D rJ hERESZHEARERNTISUN SETHE. SRR BFIEE. 17

72-8-2- Setaria italica 7 T PERESZHEREMTIIUN RETHE. BEE. AEA. VT

72-8-3- Setaria italica 79 F7 753 PERESZEARERNTISUN SATHEE. BRO. BE AHE, T

72-8-4- Setaria italica 77 a3t HERERZERREBIISUN BATHE. BASIKK EE, &5E. IF

72-8-5- Setaria italica 77 anh PERESZEARERNTISUN  SETHE. BEEE., AL, TF

72-8-6- Setaria italica ) YRYR DERESZERRATIION  BATHE. BEEX. 2EX. HE. 17. BEOHEEHL. #E

72-8-7- Setaria italica 77 77732 PERESZEREBETIIUN BRAW, AE.EE, 17

72-8-8- Setaria italica 77 N77h hERESZERRBEIIUN  BFHAIINFENTIOR). BETHE. FE. BERFLEIRHEAR

72-8-9- Setaria italica 77 YI¥5y SERERZERRBIISUN  BEETHE BEED. AE. 17 BEFEE. BETEE

72-9-10-1 Echinochloa utilis ET BHERYE L PR RAE #9100£RITIZYNFE
BNERRNBEEHEERLOH

72-9-20-1 Echinochloa sp. ET L fRINEfE HEIZHS
RINERIBABFNEESLOH

72-9-20-2 Echinochloa sp. ET e fRINEfE MEITHS. BICBREL
BNERNFBAENEERLOH

72-9-20-3 Echinochloa sp. ET TP EINEfHE HEITHS. 72-9-20-1£RL

72-9-20-5 Echinochloa sp. ET 1 EL BNER)IEBER NAOYFEBIETREDFEIZT
BINRRNBEENRX - P X -

72-9-20-6 Echinochloa sp. ET twe's XHEMHE HEIZT

72-9-21-1 Echinochloa sp. ET T RIERNEBAENFAIE TEi

72-10-3-1 Panicum miliaceum *E a%xt EEE = FEEAS LA HBIE SKAITHE. £F

72-10-5-1 (unidentified) VEES SR = 7 ER LR AT IS

INEZRFEDOT —HF_—2 (1970~) .

A v FEKREHZEPCULERIZ EETZ)E{%IU(
A (1985~1990) (TR DINEMSDERE L
B EPH&?’ VT DHER R SURIZEE 95 IR S
ERFFITRE (1993) 1B\ TaLXHDOHRE
%‘- 75)6 n?ﬂl%
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