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Position paper on

People and Seeds for the Future
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The importance of conserving plant seeds

for the sake of bio-cultural diversity

k. he lock of of Ihe urgent need those
‘madionat domesticated species ond seads thol are essential 10 the ivelinood of peaple.
the conservation of bio-cultural diversity of all Fing things should be incerporaled inta
g 3 and others. ©
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Plants and People Museum
4581, Kasuge-mura Ktatsuru gun
Yomarashi 4090211, JAPAN
o ——

CULTURE AND BIODIVERSITY

Biodiversity

‘The biadiversity has become more abundandy through the biclogical evolu-
tion on the earch since about 3.5 billions, bat this long history was a proc-
ess full of ups and downs. The whole biodiversiry on the earth has been
actacked by the carastrophes five times. Today the sixth severe carastrophe
is the most important environmental issue for us, because it is clearly ked by
humankind and their modern civilization. but not by the natural process.
The busdiversity y complex relatinnships as follc

species, individuals and gene ar the agro-ecosystem.

PPMuseum Tokyo Office
FSIFEE, Tokyo Gabugei University,
Hoganeishi, Tokyo 184-8501, JAPAN
FAX 042 3297669
wiifee L gakugei a¢ i/ milets
hamatamADy gakugeLac 1P

“Puants and People Museun” at the
Ecomuseum Japan Village for Jearn
ing conservation of biocuitural di-
versity, in Kosuge-mura, Yamanashi
prefecture, where Is located very
impertant forests for the drinking
water reservation of Tokyo Me-
tropois. This project may propose
2 madel for rural development with
‘the conservation of biocultural
diversity. We promote the conser-
vation and revival of indigencus va-
rieties of millet and vegetables with
villgers. This concept is support-
e theoretically by our research on
the traditional knowledge system
of distinguished farmers in Japan
and Eurasla. They have vividly tokd
us their excelient experiences and
indigenaus knowledge.

We have practiced a project

Biocultural Diversity

Recently, a concept of biocultural diversity is proposed, because the biodiver-
sity, which had invalved with cultural evolution, has been promoted by the
history related oeganism with humankind on farmland since the beginning
of agriculture (10,000 B, This concepe involves various rraditional culeural
mavers from plant diversivy fe.g. generic variation) ta technigues on the use,
cultivarion, processing, cooking, agriculural functions and cable manner, as
a basic agriculture complex, “frons sced to swamach,” including all organism
fwild and domesticated plants) related with humankind.

Biocultural Diversity for People

“The conservation of plant biodiver-

sity cantains not only biological is-
sues from ecosystem tw pens, but alsa
B cultucal issues. Morcover, we must
conserve the wrirten and visual infor-
‘mation of biocultural diversity, while
we do conserve the raditional knewledge of proud villagers who have lived
a0 a farmland and rural communicy for the Fundumentals of environmenral
learming. Everybody nesds to learn the indigenous traditionl knowledge of
biocultural diversity. The rice paddy cultivation is so-called Japanese funda-
mentals, but che farmees had used wild plants and cultivared miller, whear,
barkey exc. ac upland fields i mouneain villages.
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2 Hama and address of perscn (+apanaibls for the
approved astiviies

Siste of o
Mrs J Terry
Millennium Seed Bank, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, (Defra)
Wakehurst Place, Ardingly Haywards Heath, West

Sussex, RH17 TN i

3. Nama of the resgonsible oficis body of the Membar
v

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Welsh Assembly Government

1, Address and description of th specins aite o sies for
nt

‘uarantine containme: criginating I & thied couniry)
The Wellcome Trust Millennium Building in the raoms

& Place ol orgin documentary exiiénce atiached for suterisl

All countries.
designaled in the SOP of 10/01/02 at the above
address. & Plant passport number:
. Daclared paint of satry intreduced
Great Britain
concomad: 9. Quaslly of sataril

L
Fruit of all species

Seed of all species, other than Vidis spp., Solanum (Stolon and tuber-forming species)
Parts of plants not for planting of all species, other than those listed below;

Citrus L. and hybrids

Fortunella Swingle and hybrids

Poncirus Raf. and hybrids

Vitis spp.

Phoenix spp. .
From: Algeria & Morocco

As required

“Type of matarinl

Seeds and fruits

i Delra_ plant heaith lcance no FHL J6IAB43B(03811)
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